ACT II!

The drawing-room at the ARDSLEYS' bouse. It is a large lo

with french windows leading on to t&e terrace that was tk
scene of the first act. It is furnished in an old-fashi^e^
commonplace and comfortable way. Nothing much has been
added since it was all new when the ARDSLEYS married. Tk
walls are overcrowded with framed engravings and mtir
colours, copies of Florentine bas-nliefs, weapons on wooden
shields and plates in old English china. The occasional tables
are laden with knick-knacks. The armchairs and sofas an
covered with loose-covers of faded cretonne.

It is a rainy > windy day and then is a fire burning on the hear$h>
The light is failing. It is about half-past four.

WILFRED is standing at the fire warming his hands, Lois corns
in. She is wearing a coat and skirt.

Lois: [Coming towards him with outstretched hand} How
d'you do? Mother's out. She'll be back to tea. She's
gone to Stanbury.

WILFRED: I know. I asked the maid if I could see you. Is
It true you're going away to-day?

Lois: Yes, Fm spending a fortnight with an aunt near

Canterbury.

WILFRED: But in a fortnight I shall be gone.
Lois: Will you?

WILFRED: Were you going without saying good-bye to me?
Lois: I thought mother would say it for me,
WILFRED: [In a hasty, agitated tone} Don't go, Lois,
Lois: [Indifferently} Why not?
WILFRED: Why are you going?